
In western Christian practice, the liturgical celebration 
of All Souls' Day begins on the evening of 31 October, 
All Hallows' Eve, and ends at the close of 1 November. 

It is thus the day before All Souls' Day that commemorates 
the faithful departed and that is a national holiday in many 
historically Catholic countries.

I have to admit that as an American I always cared about the Halloween 
celebrations on the 31st and only knew of November 1 as my brother’s 
birthday. This is not to say we didn’t pay our respects throughout the 
year to our loved ones, but it just never occurred to me that we should 
go and visit them on a particular day with everyone else. I come from 
Montana, an area with very few people, and a cemetery that borders 
our ranch is where my little brother, father, aunt, and uncle lie at rest. 
It is a peaceful place – it sits completely on a rocky mound and has 
the most spectacular mountain views. It is rare to see fresh flowers or 
candles on the graves, as they would be blown away by the wind. So I 
just go there and I sit in the complete peace and remember. There are 
only 120 souls resting in this location, and the oldest one buried there 
is from the late 1800s. Montana is a very young state.

Two years after arriving in Prague, I attended my first funeral, for my 
wonderful father-in-law. This is where I learned we had inherited three 
cemetery plots. Two of the family plots are in the Vinohradský hřbitov 
(this cemetery is slightly smaller than Olšany cemetery, which contains 
about 230,000 souls), and another one is in a village outside of Prague. I 
experience a more true feeling of All Souls’ Day in the Czech Republic, 
where it is celebrated on November 2 and is referred to by most Czechs 
as dušičky ("little souls"). Dušičky is a quiet time in the Czech Republic. 
People visit the graves of family members and relatives to clean up the 
plotss (plenty of huge garbage containers are available as well as garden 
tools if you ask the cemetery manager), light candles, lay flowers and 
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wreaths, and spend a few moments. If All Souls’ Day falls on a workday, 
trips to the cemetery are often taken during the preceding or following 
weekend. However, some Czech friends have mentioned that it is best to lay 
your flowers after November 2, as they may otherwise be repurposed for 
someone else’s plot to save some money and “recycling” yours.

The flickering glow of hundreds of freshly lit candles makes the atmosphere 
at cemeteries during dušičky time quite beautiful. The weather is usually 
chilly or rainy, but it doesn’t prevent Czechs from observing the tradition. 
In fact it is so beautiful that our IWAP walking group makes a special 
cemetery walk, which goes through about six cemetaries in a couple 
of hours. I also personally make the effort to visit our Lebl plots with 
a washcloth, my own garden tools to trim the growth, and a couple of 
candles to light. We usually bring samples of the sand from the beaches we 
visited during the year to the grave of my father-in-law and a cousin of my 
husband, who both loved to travel and visit the oceans of the world. I also 
take the time to go to Václav Havel’s grave in the same cemetery to light a 
candle for him and to honor his impact on this wonderful country.

Two other cemeteries I recommend are, first, Vyšehrad, where many 
famous and/or wealthy people are laid to rest. I heard a story about the 
famous Czech author Karel Čapek: he is buried in Vyšehrad and his grave 
has a stone birdbath, which people make sure is full of water to keep the 
birds visiting him as he wished. The other recommended cemetery is a pet 
cemetery in the Bohnice area. Although this cemetery has been closed to 
newly deceased animals already for ten years, they have a policy of planting 
a new tree with each animal, so it is now very interestingly overgrown.   •

Polly is an IWAP member and has lived in Prague since 2000. She enjoys writing 
articles for The Bridge, which gives her the opportunity to share a little more insight 
into Czech culture.




